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Purpose 
 
The High School Program at Princeton University is designed to serve exceptional high school 
juniors and seniors who have demonstrated consistently superior performance in all aspects of 
their academic work and shown a sincere interest in pursuing study at truly advanced levels 
beyond those offered in their respective high schools. Students who meet the qualifications for 
admission to the Program may enroll in courses in mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, 
geosciences, world languages, computer science, and/or music, provided that they have exhausted 
all of their high school’s course offerings in their particular area of interest. 
 
It has not yet been decided whether classes will be in-person or taught remotely for the fall 2021 
semester, and the final decision will be made at a later time in accordance with state guidelines and 
prevailing health conditions.   Please also be aware that this uncertainty and the impact of the pandemic 
on instruction may cause some departments to later decide not to open courses to high school students.  
We will inform schools and students as soon as possible of any changes in the availability of courses. 
 
Rationale 
 
The High School Program at Princeton University was created over two decades ago to address 
the needs of a particular group of unique and highly motivated high school students who not only 
earn the highest possible grades for their work but who have also identified disciplines that may 
become areas of specialization in college. It is intended to serve as an extension of the existing high 
school curriculum by offering opportunities to pursue advanced study when all of the available 
courses in the high school and/or coursework from outside the schools that has been formally 
recognized for credit by the high school have been taken, and there is nothing left to study in that 
subject area. The purpose of this program is not to start a new line of study or to replace an existing 
high school course with a course at the University.  Rather, its purpose is to enable such remarkable 
students to maintain their motivation and to not terminate a line of study in which they are 
particularly interested and for which they have demonstrated an exceptional ability or interest. 
 
Administration of the Program 
 
The High School Program falls within the domain of the Dean of the College and is administered 
by the Program in Teacher Preparation at Princeton University. To ensure fairness, uniformity, 
and accuracy in the administration of the High School Program, all contacts between the University 
and the participating high schools are to be channeled through the Director of Guidance of each 
high school. Students should be discouraged from contacting Princeton University personnel 
directly, as doing so will jeopardize the student’s admission to the Program.  
 
The Director of Guidance should 

• provide the enclosed Student Information Sheet, Important Dates sheet, and High 
School Application to students and inform them about the High School Program 
requirements and deadlines; 

• certify to the University that the applicants have met the eligibility requirements; and 
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• submit all completed student applications to the Office of the Program in Teacher 
Preparation at Princeton University. 

 
All interested high school students should go to their Director of Guidance to obtain information 
about their eligibility, and the application procedures and deadlines, and they should return their 
completed application materials to the Director of Guidance. No late applications will be accepted 
by the University because students failed to obtain information from the guidance office of their 
respective high schools. All completed applications should be sent directly from the Office of 
Guidance. Any applications sent to our office by the students will not be accepted without 
prior approval from Guidance. 
 
Neither the University nor the Program in Teacher Preparation can or will assume 
responsibility for direct, individual contact with students or their families, except in response to 
a special request from the Director of Guidance to address serious problems that cannot be 
resolved through the regular channels. 
 
Participating Schools 
 
The following schools are members of the High School Program network and may submit 
applications for students to enroll in courses according to the conditions and procedures that are 
outlined in this document: 
 

Allentown High School  
East Brunswick High School 
Ewing High School 
Foundation Academy Charter School Franklin 
Township High School 
Hamilton High School East – Steinert 
Hamilton High School North – Nottingham 
Hamilton High School West 
Hightstown High School 
Hillsborough High School 
Hopewell Valley Central High School 
The Hun School of Princeton 
Lawrence High School 
The Lawrenceville School 
Mercer County Technical Schools 
Montgomery High School 
Noor-Ul-Iman School 
North Brunswick Township High School 
Notre Dame High School 
Peddie School 
The Pennington School 
Princeton Day School 
Princeton High School 
Princeton International School of Mathematics and Science 
Robbinsville High School 
South Brunswick High School 
Stuart Country Day School 
Trenton Central High School 
West Windsor-Plainsboro High Schools North and South  
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Application Requirements and Admission Procedures 
 
Only eligible high school seniors and juniors may submit an application for admission to the High 
School Program. The Director of Guidance will certify officially that each applicant has met all 
of the criteria for admission as stated below and will transmit the completed applications of only 
those students to the Office of the Program in Teacher Preparation. 
It is very important to note that participation in the High School Program is dependent upon high 
school students’ ability to fit coursework at the University into their high school schedule. Students 
must allow ample time for travel to and from the University. Lateness to or absence from 
University classes due to scheduling conflicts at the high school are not acceptable and risk 
impacting students’ academic performance and future program eligibility. 
 
Criteria of Eligibility 
 
In order to be considered for admission to the High School Program, students must demonstrate 
that they have: 
 

1. Maintained an overall high school Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.5 or better on the 
4 point system common at most universities. (Only the unweighted grades for core 
academic courses are to be used in computing the GPA.);  

2. Exhausted all appropriate courses offered at their high schools in the department 
of the subject area for which they are applying, (please see page 5 for subject area- 
specific requirements).  “Appropriate” is used because students should not be required 
to take courses below their knowledge and skill level, and the program relies on guidance 
counselors and schools to determine what courses are appropriate for students to take 
given their academic records; 

3. Earned an A- or better in each of course in the subject area, and science applicants 
must earn an A- or higher in ALL science courses taken (for example, a student is 
seeking enrollment in a chemistry course at Princeton, that student must earn an A- or 
better in ALL of the science courses taken at the high school).  Courses taken outside of 
the high school cannot be counted to meet the criteria of eligibility unless they are part of 
programs that the school district’s board of education deems equivalent to courses 
offered at the high school in accordance with New Jersey Department of Education 
Graduation Requirements as described in N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a) 2, commonly referred to 
as “option two;” 

4. Taken the AP Examination in the desired area of study and earned a minimum score 
of 5 on the AP Examination. (Previously enrolled students in the same subject course at the 
University as a part of the High School Program under the old SAT Subject Test score requirement 
will not be required to provide AP Scores if they previously submitted SAT Subject Test scores); 
and 

5. Received a grade of B or better in all University courses taken previously through the 
High School Program. (Please see information regarding Physics courses on page 5). 
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Students are required to submit an application form each semester. They may take up to two 
courses in one semester. Those two courses may be in different subject areas or in the same 
subject area. Separate complete applications must be submitted for each course for which they 
wish to register. A completed application includes: 
 

1. A copy of the Student Application Form; 
2. A copy of a letter of recommendation from a high school teacher of the subject area for 

which the student is applying. If the student was previously enrolled in a course at the 
University as a part of the High School Program, simply indicate that a letter was 
submitted for the previous application and give the semester for which it was submitted.  
The student will not need to supply a new letter of recommendation. 

3. A copy of the applicant’s high school transcript; 

• Students applying for the fall semester must provide transcripts containing 
grades through the second marking period of the academic year in which they 
are submitting the application, as well as their fall class schedule and final 
transcripts, once available. 
 

• Students applying for the spring semester must provide transcripts containing 
grades through the first marking period of the academic year for which they are 
applying, as well as spring class schedule once available. 
 

• Transcripts must contain a record of the required AP Test scores, and if 
they do not, separate documentation of those scores must be included with 
the application form. 
 

• In those cases where students have taken the AP Examination but not yet received 
their scores in time for them to be included on the Student Application Form, 
admission to the Program and registration in a course will be provisional until 
those scores have been received. Since the scores are often mailed during the 
summer, the Director of Guidance of each high school will send those test 
scores to the Program in Teacher Preparation as soon as they receive them from 
the testing agency. Students will not be registered in courses if those test scores 
are not available. 

 
4. A check for $50.00 made payable to Princeton University for each course. 

The $50.00 is an application fee to cover the costs of processing each 
application. Those students applying for two courses must include two 
payments of $50.00 each as well as a separate application for each course they 
wish to take. The Director of Guidance may contact the Director of the 
Program of Teacher Preparation to request a fee modification or waiver for a 
student if the processing fee will prohibit the student from applying due to the 
family’s financial realities. 
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Subject Area-Specific Requirements 
 
Below are specific requirements for individual departments and areas of study.  Students 
should NOT contact professors or the Registrar’s Office with questions about courses or to ask 
to be admitted to a class or course.  Doing so can jeopardize the student’s participation in the 
program.  Questions about courses and placement can be asked during the placement 
consultation with the departmental representative.  

 
Computer Science 
 
Students must have completed the highest-level Computer Science courses available at the 
high school, including AP Computer Science and have scored a 5 on the AP Computer 
Science test.  If both AP Computer Science Principles and AP Computer Science A are 
offered, students must have taken both courses. Students must have passed each course 
with an A- or better.   
 
Science: Biology, Chemistry, Geoscience, and Physics 
 
Students must have completed all courses available at the high school in the particular 
science for which they are applying to take a course at the University. If they have not 
completed the most advanced level of all of the other science courses available at the time of 
application, they will be permitted to apply and be accepted pending the presentation of 
evidence that they are enrolled in an appropriate science course at the high school during the 
school year in which they are enrolled in a science course at the University. Students 
applying for a science course must have earned an A- in every science course across all 
areas (biology, chemistry, physics, etc.) taken at the high school. 
 
In the Department of Molecular Biology students who are interested in courses will be 
eligible, depending upon the outcome of the placement consultation with the departmental 
representative. 
 
In the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology students who are interested in 
courses will be eligible to take EEB 211, but that will be dependent upon the outcome of the 
placement consultation with the departmental representative. 
 
In the Department of Chemistry, students normally will be placed in CHM 201 or CHM 207 
in the fall semester, depending upon the outcome of the placement consultation.  Space in 
Chemistry courses is limited due to lab constraints, and students will not know if space is 
available until fall registration is complete.  Students may request placement in CHM 301, but 
space in that course is extremely limited and placements will only be considered after fall 
registration.   Only students who are enrolled in a chemistry course in the fall semester may 
take chemistry in the spring semester. 
 
In the Department of Geosciences, students who are interested in courses will be eligible to 
take GEO202A, GEO206A, and GEO/AST/EEB/CHM 255, but course selection will be 
dependent upon the outcome of the placement consultation with the departmental 
representative. 
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In the Department of Physics, only highly qualified students who have completed all 
appropriate physics courses available at the high school are allowed to enroll in a physics 
course at the University. Eligible students are expected to take two years of high school 
physics, if available. A summer, web, or online course cannot substitute for an available high 
school course. Eligible high school students may take PHY 105 (a fall term course), 106 (a 
spring term course), or more advanced courses.  
 
Eligibility for PHY 105 consists of four criteria in addition to admission to the High School 
Program:  

1. Students must have taken at least two semesters (one year) of AP Physics at their 
high school with grades of A- or better and earned a 5 on both parts of the AP Physics 
C exam;  

2. Students must have taken at least two semesters (one year) of AP Calculus at their 
high school with grades of A- or better and earned a 5 on the AP Calculus BC exam. 
If a sub- score for AP Calculus AB is reported, it must also be a 5;  

3. Students must have taken at least one additional two-semester (one year) science 
course at the AP level or higher (a course other than physics, for example:  chemistry, 
biology, computer science, etc.) with grades of A- or better, or one semester of math 
at Princeton University with a grade of B+ or better;  

4. The Physics Department may additionally ask a student to take an oral or written 
exam on campus to determine their acceptance into the program.  

Eligibility for PHY 106 consists of all the criteria for PHY 105, together with completion of 
PHY 105 with a grade of B+ or better. 
 
Once PHY 106 is completed with a grade of A- or better, placement into higher level courses 
is done case by case. If a student satisfies most but not all the eligibility criteria and has some 
unusual qualification or achievement on the scale of statewide or national recognition, the 
Physics Department may, at its discretion, place them in a suitable course. Full attendance 
at all lectures, classes, and labs is required; attendance also at study sessions is expected and 
highly encouraged, but not required. 
 
Mathematics 
 
Students must complete all appropriate courses offered in math at their high schools, 
including AP Statistics if it is offered. They may take AP Statistics concurrently with a 
math course at the University, but only after they have completed all other math courses. 
 
The Department of Mathematics expects that students who meet the criteria of eligibility 
for admission to the High School Program and wish to register for a course in mathematics 
will be highly qualified and motivated to pursue a rigorous study of mathematics at an 
advanced level. They will be placed only in courses intended primarily for math majors, i.e. 
MAT 214 or 215, based on the outcome of the placement consultation with the department's 
placement officer. High school students are not eligible to take any mathematics course 
below the level of MAT 214. Therefore, in order to be considered for placement in a course 
in mathematics, students must have earned a score of 5 on the Advanced Placement 
Mathematics BC Examination. 
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Music 
 
In the Department of Music, placement will depend entirely upon the outcome of the 
placement consultation. 
 
World Languages 
 
In the Department of Spanish, students who earn a score of 5 on the AP Spanish Language 
Examination will be able to take a 200-level course, usually SPA 207. Otherwise, they will 
be given a placement test during the placement consultation, and the course assignment will 
be based on student performance on that test. 
 
In the Department of French and Italian and in the Department of German, students who 
meet the criteria of eligibility, Advanced Placement Exam scores of 5 (French, German, or 
Italian), for the High School Program normally will be placed in a 200- level course. During 
the placement consultation, the departmental representative will conduct an assessment of 
the student’s proficiency in the language to determine whether placement in a higher-level 
course is warranted. In order to be placed in a 300-level course in these languages, students 
must have previous exposure to literature and full-length readings. 
 
The Department of Classics offers courses at all levels in both Latin and in Ancient Greek. 
Students who earn a score of 5 on the AP Latin Examination will be able to take a 200 level 
Latin course. Other students, whether those interested in Latin or in Greek, should consult 
with the Departmental Representative in the Classics Department for appropriate placement 
according to previous language experience and ancient authors already read. 
 
In Chinese, interested students will be asked to take examinations to determine their level of 
oral and written proficiency. Those who meet an intermediate level of proficiency will be 
placed in one of the 300-level Chinese language courses. Placement of students from a 
Chinese family background who can both read and write the language will be based entirely 
upon the outcome of the written and oral tests. 
 
In Japanese, high school students may be asked to take tests in reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking to determine the level of proficiency in each modality, and placement will be 
based on student performance on those tests. 
 

Admission Procedures 
 
All applications will be reviewed by the Office of the Program in Teacher Preparation to verify 
the applicants’ eligibility. Once the review process has been completed, the Director of 
Guidance will be notified of the official status of each student’s application. 
 
Those students whose applications have been accepted will then be required to read through the 
Orientation packet, where they will receive information about all regulations governing student 
participation in the High School Program. They will be asked to return a signed copy of 
Acknowledgment Form.  Students who are new to the program will also be asked to schedule a 
phone call to provide their social security number to be used for registration. They also will receive 
instructions regarding the scheduling of the placement consultation in the academic department 
for which they are applying. The placement consultation is the final step in the admissions process. 
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At the placement consultation, the departmental representative will review each student’s 
application materials and discuss with that student the extent of his/her interest in and 
preparedness for advanced study in that department. In some cases, formal tests will be 
administered during the consultation. Admission to the High School Program is ultimately 
dependent upon the outcome of the placement consultation, and those students who are deemed 
fully prepared for study in the department will be assigned to an appropriate course at that time. 
 
The academic departments reserve the right to deny registration to high school students if 
the course is oversubscribed, or for other reasons deemed important by the department 
and/or by the professor of the particular course or section. 
 
Authorization for the student to be enrolled in the assigned course will be communicated in writing 
to the Program in Teacher Preparation. The Office of the Program in Teacher Preparation then will 
send that information to the Office of the Registrar so that students can be enrolled in the designated 
courses. Course registration will depend on course enrollment and seat availability. 
 
Students taking a course at the University in the fall semester must earn a B or better to be approved 
for taking a course in the spring semester, and their acceptance will be provisional on condition that 
a grade of B or better (B+ or better for PHY 105 and an A- or better for all other Physics courses) is 
earned in the fall course. Please note that grades for the University fall semester are issued until late 
December, and final acceptance for spring courses cannot be made until fall grades are posted, 
typically a few weeks prior to the start of the spring semester.  Students should be prepared for this 
tight timeframe and have alternative plans in case they do not earn the required grade. 
 
General Program Provisions and Regulations 
 
Students should be advised that, once admitted to the program, they are not permitted to 
audit another Princeton University course, appeal to the course instructor for special access to 
a course or otherwise try to find an alternative way to take an additional course for which they 
do not have prior approval.  Doing so will jeopardize the student’s admission to the Program. 
 
Once students have been fully admitted to the High School Program, they will be granted remote 
access to Firestone Library’s electronic materials and online reserves, and receive a University 
e-mail address to support their work for the classes in which they are registered. 
 
It is understood that the students will attend all classes and complete all course assignments, and that 
they will abide by the University Honor Code, code of conduct and regulations, and academic 
regulations associated with being a student at Princeton University. It is the student’s responsibility 
to read the through the academic regulations, code of conduct, and honor code information available 
through the University Web site Rights, Rules, Responsibilities: rrr.princeton.edu 
 
The University reserves the right to address any alleged policy violation or other conduct in a 
manner the University deems appropriate.  Per the University Honor System, “students assume 
full responsibility for honesty in written examinations.”  Violations of the honor code or 
suspected plagiarism are forwarded to the Director of the Program in Teacher Preparation and 
to the Deputy Dean of the College.  When a report of a suspected violation is received, the 
Director, in consultation with the Deputy Dean, will initiate an investigation. If the 
investigation indicates a violation of the Honor Code or plagiarism, the Director will inform 
the professor of the course and appropriate action will ensue. 

https://rrr.princeton.edu/
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It is important to reiterate that students must maintain an adequate grade in the course(s) in 
which they are enrolled at the University (as outlined on pages 3 and 4 of this document) in 
order to be allowed to continue taking courses in future semesters. In addition, the grades earned 
in University courses become a permanent part of the student’s high school transcript. 
 
All grades earned in courses completed through the Princeton University High School Program 
will be listed as a letter grade (i.e. A, B+, C) on the student’s high school transcript and will not 
be listed as Pass/Fail. In rare cases where the Princeton University course is listed as being offered 
on a P/D/F basis for students of the university, the professor must agree to issue a grade when 
the student requests permission to take the course, and the Pass or Fail designation will be 
converted to a letter grade for students participating in the High School Program. 
 
It is expected that the high school guidance counselors will monitor their students’ progress 
throughout the semester to make certain that any students encountering difficulty in their 
courses seek appropriate help from their respective high schools. If students’ performance 
is so low that they risk receiving a failing grade or a grade lower than B, the high school 
counselor and the student may consider the possibility of withdrawal from the course. 
Professors in some departments may ask any student to withdraw from the course when 
that student’s work at the mid-semester is falling below standard. 
 
Students with documented learning disabilities who would like to request special academic 
accommodations must ask the Director of Guidance at their high school to submit a narrative 
evaluation of the student’s educational history and documented need. This documentation is to 
be submitted to the office of the Program in Teacher Preparation before the start of the academic 
semester in which the student is enrolled. Additional documentation may be requested by the 
Office of Disability Services. High school students who request academic accommodations 
are expected to conform to all of the policies and procedures governing academic work at 
the University. For the University policy on requesting academic accommodations, students 
and their parents/guardians should refer to: https://ods.princeton.edu/. Students who request 
academic accommodations will receive notification of approval of the accommodations. They 
and their parents will be asked to review that document and to indicate their acceptance of the 
accommodations by signing it. 
 
Students who are not accepted to the High School Program and/or do not maintain grades 
that are required to remain in the Program are not permitted to audit or to attend classes 
at the University under any circumstances, and students should NOT contact professors 
directly to ask questions or discuss courses. 
 
Students will be required to assume responsibility for transportation and parking.  No 
University parking decals will be issued. 
 
Reporting of Grades 
 
Princeton University does not issue credit or transcripts for courses taken by high school students. 
Final grades for all high school students enrolled in the Program will be sent to the Director of 
Guidance of their respective high schools and recorded on the students’ high school transcripts. 

https://ods.princeton.edu/
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